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Crises recognized and unrecognized.
Many articles have been written on the crisis in science's reproducibility, science's governance, and the use of science for policy. Still a clear identification of the root causes of the present situation seem to have eluded most commentators. A discussion of those causes is urgent given the public impact of the crisis on trust in institutions. We argue that: -Science's crisis is real, encompassing roles and social functions of science.
-The mainstream interpretation of the root causes of the crisis is insufficient, and needs to be complemented with the insight offered by some scholars who anticipated the current predicament.
-The root causes of the crisis include profound transformations of society and science's role in society. In this situation, scientists cannot hope to resolve the problem alone as they have contributed to create it in the first place, and have high stakes in the preservation of the status quo.
